
Debt level

Cumulative debt
Mean

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
No debt 23,269 51.4 5,465 51.9 4,816 62.7 2,754 39.2 4,660 66.2 2,574 43.5 1,776 39.8 1,224 47.1
$10,000 or less 4,630 10.2 1,161 11.0 850 11.1 629 9.0 718 10.2 549 9.3 496 11.1 227 8.7
$10,001–$20,000 3,902 8.6 1,080 10.3 633 8.2 612 8.7 523 7.4 437 7.4 432 9.7 185 7.1
$20,001–$30,000 2,858 6.3 745 7.1 397 5.2 477 6.8 342 4.9 372 6.3 350 7.8 175 6.7
$30,001–$40,000 2,020 4.5 512 4.9 250 3.3 354 5.0 180 2.6 343 5.8 258 5.8 123 4.7
$40,001–$50,000 1,714 3.8 367 3.5 194 2.5 343 4.9 139 2.0 309 5.2 252 5.6 110 4.2
$50,001–$60,000 1,340 3.0 267 2.5 123 1.6 312 4.4 118 1.7 262 4.4 159 3.6 99 3.8
$60,001–$70,000 1,453 3.2 284 2.7 129 1.7 331 4.7 110 1.6 277 4.7 200 4.5 122 4.7
$70,001 or more 4,058 9.0 648 6.2 289 3.8 1,209 17.2 250 3.6 792 13.4 539 12.1 331 12.8
Total 45,244 100.0 10,529 100.0 7,681 100.0 7,021 100.0 7,040 100.0 5,915 100.0 4,462 100.0 2,596 100.0

Graduate debt
Mean

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
No debt 28,369 63.0 7,141 68.1 5,917 77.3 3,384 48.5 5,315 75.8 2,959 50.4 2,253 50.8 1,400 54.2
$10,000 or less 3,909 8.7 927 8.8 626 8.2 588 8.4 609 8.7 488 8.3 475 10.7 196 7.6
$10,001–$20,000 2,631 5.8 597 5.7 313 4.1 469 6.7 339 4.8 410 7.0 341 7.7 162 6.3
$20,001–$30,000 1,943 4.3 419 4.0 201 2.6 382 5.5 211 3.0 314 5.3 266 6.0 150 5.8
$30,001–$40,000 1,640 3.6 356 3.4 159 2.1 333 4.8 128 1.8 338 5.8 196 4.4 130 5.0
$40,001–$50,000 1,306 2.9 253 2.4 120 1.6 283 4.1 99 1.4 271 4.6 189 4.3 91 3.5
$50,001–$60,000 1,142 2.5 202 1.9 83 1.1 283 4.1 78 1.1 264 4.5 146 3.3 86 3.3
$60,001–$70,000 1,296 2.9 213 2.0 100 1.3 337 4.8 87 1.2 272 4.6 171 3.9 116 4.5
$70,001 or more 2,779 6.2 373 3.6 134 1.8 922 13.2 142 2.0 560 9.5 397 9.0 251 9.7
Total 45,015 100.0 10,481 100.0 7,653 100.0 6,981 100.0 7,008 100.0 5,876 100.0 4,434 100.0 2,582 100.0

Undergraduate debt
Mean

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
No debt 32,796 72.9 7,185 68.5 5,676 74.2 4,839 69.3 5,655 80.8 4,456 76.0 2,995 67.5 1,990 77.2
$10,000 or less 3,393 7.5 888 8.5 606 7.9 534 7.7 412 5.9 364 6.2 422 9.5 167 6.5
$10,001–$20,000 3,487 7.8 1,025 9.8 578 7.6 619 8.9 378 5.4 331 5.6 403 9.1 153 5.9
$20,001–$30,000 2,313 5.1 674 6.4 364 4.8 435 6.2 224 3.2 251 4.3 273 6.2 92 3.6
$30,001–$40,000 1,187 2.6 315 3.0 181 2.4 210 3.0 130 1.9 156 2.7 129 2.9 66 2.6
$40,001–$50,000 740 1.6 167 1.6 104 1.4 147 2.1 89 1.3 104 1.8 83 1.9 46 1.8
$50,001–$60,000 435 1.0 98 0.9 56 0.7 82 1.2 54 0.8 76 1.3 45 1.0 24 0.9

$17,687 $18,164

$7,131 $5,373$6,009 $6,686 $5,309 $7,046 $4,089 $6,197

$12,867 $9,621 $5,871 $21,564 $6,127 $19,514

TABLE 35.  Education-related debt of doctorate recipients, by broad field of study: 2009

$18,777 $16,238 $11,135 $28,443 $10,163 $25,531 $24,666 $23,399

Education Humanities Other non-S&E fieldsTotal Life sciencesa Physical sciencesb Social sciencesc Engineering



Debt level
TABLE 35.  Education-related debt of doctorate recipients, by broad field of study: 2009

Education Humanities Other non-S&E fieldsTotal Life sciencesa Physical sciencesb Social sciencesc Engineering

$60,001–$70,000 346 0.8 74 0.7 45 0.6 54 0.8 37 0.5 63 1.1 52 1.2 21 0.8
$70,001 or more 293 0.7 63 0.6 37 0.5 58 0.8 18 0.3 65 1.1 34 0.8 18 0.7
Total 44,990 100.0 10,489 100.0 7,647 100.0 6,978 100.0 6,997 100.0 5,866 100.0 4,436 100.0 2,577 100.0

a Includes agricultural sciences/natural resources, biological/biomedical sciences, and health sciences.
b Includes mathematics and computer and information sciences.
c Includes psychology.

NOTES:  Mean calculations are based on all valid responses to the debt item. See appendix A for details on calculations of means.

SOURCE:  NSF/NIH/USED/USDA/NEH/NASA, 2009 Survey of Earned Doctorates.


